Extramural Medical Education in Edinburgh, by DOUGLAS GUTHRIE, Edinburgh, E. and S. Livingstone, 1965, pp.43, illus., 15s . The University of Edinburgh, founded in 1583, did not establish a Faculty of Medicine until 1726, so that all medical and surgical teaching before that date was non-academical. In fact it was the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh that led the way in the teaching of anatomy, by appointing Borthwick and later Monteith. Even after the Faculty had been established it delayed so long in founding a Chair of Surgery that in 1804 the Surgeons set up an extra-mural professor of their own, and it was not till 1831 that the University followed suit.
As new subjects were brought into the medical curriculum more extra-mural teachers sprang up and in 1841 an attempt was made to combine them in the 'Queen's College, Edinburgh' which taught anatomy, botany, chemistry, operative surgery, midwifery and other subjects, but this effort was premature and the College only lasted a few years.
Extra-mural teaching became more important when in 1855 the University gave it recognition. Its ranks were increased by many famous teachers and some of them became pioneers in teaching such subjects as tropical medicine Dr. Guthrie has done well to make this record public, for it is the first time that the significance of the extra-mural teaching in Edinburgh has been so well brought to notice.
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